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Editorial

This forthcoming CTAD meeting promises to be 
one of the most exciting and impactful meetings 
of the year, if not the decade. Why?  

First, the Alzheimer’s field has become one of the 
hottest areas of medical research, largely due to the 
development of amyloid plaque clearing antibodies 
which may slow cognitive decline, and also due to the 
development of blood tests which detect various aspects 
of AD pathology.

Second, the CTAD leadership has been informed that 
the top line results of two major Phase 3 clinical trials 
are likely to be revealed at the CTAD meeting in San 
Francisco. Interest in these two trials is very high because 
of their promising phase 2 data, and also because of the 
controversial results of the Biogen Aducanumab study.

The CTAD meeting is unique in the field for several 
reasons: CTAD focuses on AD clinical trials, while the 
other meetings in our field have a broader scope. In 
addition, CTAD is a “single platform meeting”. There 
is only one oral presentation at a time, and there are no 
simultaneous oral sessions. Therefore, the oral program is 
limited to the very best, most interesting, and high impact 
presentations.  In addition to the single oral program, 
there are also extensive poster sessions.

And finally, the meeting is being held in downtown 
San Francisco. Compared to the other major cities of the 
world, San Franciso is quite small and  on a peninsula 
surrounded on 3 slides by water: San Francisco Bay, the 
Pacific Ocean, and the Golden Gate. Our city is very 
diverse with many interesting neighboorhoods and a 
wide variety of great restaurants. There are three major 

universities in our area: UC Berkeley, Stanford, and 
University of California San Franciso. All three have 
internationally recognized neuroscience programs. The 
San Francisco Bay area is home to Biotech including 
a number of AD focused companies and Tech (Apple, 
Google, Facebook, SalesForce, Oracle etc). Last but not 
least, we have a beautiful city with beaches, many parks, 
our famous hills and the Golden Gate Bridge. Nearby is 
the Muir Woods (giant redwoods), the Napa and Sonoma 
Valleys (wine) and beautiful coast lines both north and 
south. 

Hope to see you at CTAD
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